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Information for Parents

The Race Equality and Diversity Service (READS) is the lead organisation and contact point for schools on issues relating to Race Equality, including monitoring of racist incidents and providing support for schools in the active promotion of race equality.

The Service is led by Giles Diggle, Race Equality Adviser, and encompasses the Primary and Secondary Ethnic Minority Achievement Teams and the Traveller Education Team. We provide support for minority ethnic pupils throughout Gloucestershire.

Ethnic Minority Achievement Team
Our primary and secondary teams offer a range of support and advice to Gloucestershire schools. We provide specialist support to bilingual pupils both in the classroom and beyond. We also share resources, good practice and advice for inclusion of pupils from other countries.
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What does this mean for your child?

When a new child arrives in school, the school fills in a referral form, and a member of the EMA Team comes in to assess the pupil's level of English. The EMA teacher then recommends things the school can do to help the pupil, and where appropriate, gives teaching support to help the child learn English, and access the school curriculum.

The EMA teacher fills in a support agreement, with targets for the pupil, and reviews this at least twice a year. The EMA teacher provides programmes of work to help the child learn English and other subjects, and will also work with class teachers to help the child learn in all subjects. Every child is monitored, and their progress recorded.

Our staff also offer training to schools to help them to teach children who are learning English.

How can we help you help your child?

We can, with schools, provide information on what your child is learning in school, and help you to help them with their school work and homework.

What else can we offer?

We arrange social events from time to time. For example,  a number of secondary pupils from different schools met together at Dean Close school in Cheltenham for a 'Fun Day' recently. These events bring together pupils from different schools who speak the same language, and help them make friends.

Our website

We have a website www.irespect.net for students, teachers and the community. 

We will be adding a Polish section next year, but meanwhile, do have a look at the Easter display made by Polish pupils in Cheltenham schools.
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Contact details

Please contact us if you have any queries or would like more information.

Tel: 01452 427261

email: reads@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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