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Race Equality and Diversity Service

Traveller Education Team

Strategies for Improving Attendance for Gypsy/Roma and Traveller pupils

Why are Gypsy and Traveller pupils at risk of low attendance? 

Although many Gypsy/Roma and Traveller children attend well and raise no concerns in school, attendance amongst these children has raised some concern in schools locally and nationally. Some reasons may be common. As a recent DCFS report states ‘Settled society tends to have a notion of community which is locally based and geographically constrained. Gypsy Traveller communities are dispersed and do not have a clear local focus. Thus extended family and religious events such as weddings and christenings, or socio-economic gatherings such as horse fairs, will draw together extended family groups and reinforce communal identity. 

Mobility is a significant issue with many families, although in only a small proportion of cases is this linked to economic nomadism. Families who live on unauthorised camps may be moved every few days, families in temporary housing may be moved several times before they are offered a permanent tenancy and some housed families experience tensions with neighbours which cause them to relocate. Gypsy Travellers put a high value on extended family responsibilities so families may move to care for a sick relative or a bereaved family member.’
 

Additionally the family may have difficulty in organising transport – the family car is often employed elsewhere during the day and many mothers are left without transport. 

Attendance in school may not be seen as a priority to the family or other families that live near them. Parents may be unaware of the effect that low attendance has upon their child’s education.

How do we record absences of Gypsy and Traveller children? 
In exactly the same way as for any other child with the exception of instances where it is known that the family is travelling away from the area. In that case the mark 'T' is put in the register and the absence is recorded as authorised. It is important that a school is as far as possible sure that the child is genuinely travelling and not just out of school. The minimum legal requirement of attendance for Traveller children is 200 sessions or 100 days per year.

Can a Gypsy and Traveller child be registered at two schools at any one time?

Yes. To help ensure the continuity of learning for Traveller children, dual registration is allowed. This means that while a Traveller child is away, the base school holds the place open and records the absence as authorised. 

The school cannot remove the child from the school role while they are travelling. Schools with Traveller children as guest pupils should report results of any test the child takes to the base school who should take ownership of the results as well as overall attendance data. 

What do we do if the poor attendance of a Traveller child is causing concern?

Following contact with the family, the Education Welfare Service is the first point of call. The Traveller Education Team can also assist the school in liaising with the family to improve attendance rates. If the issues persist then the Education Welfare Service should be involved and procedures followed as for any child, with due regard for the need for sensitivity.   

What strategies can we employ to improve attendance?

· Treat each family individually and try to get to grips with why that child is not attending. Be sensitive to the possible reasons why a child may be genuinely unable to achieve full attendance.

· Emphasise the effect that attendance levels have upon a child’s education.

· Investigate the use of reward schemes or attendance charts with the pupil.

· Ensure that families have frequent positive feedback regarding their child’s education.

· Speak directly to parents as regularly as possible.

· Act rapidly if a child does not attend. A phone call on the first day of absence shows that the school cares about the child as well as that non-attendance is an issue.

· Parents need to be aware of the school’s expectations regarding attendance on entry. Schools need to ascertain whether regular travel is likely to be a feature of the child’s education and how the family may be supported in this.

· Set meaningful targets regarding attendance for Gypsy/Roma and Traveller children. Make the children aware of their targets and how they can achieve them.

· Encourage children who travel to keep in touch with the school perhaps by postcards or email. Re-entry for any child is easier if they feel that they have been kept in the loop regarding class work and social events in school.  One local school with a large number of Traveller children marks their journeys each season on a map for all children to see.

If you have achieved success in reducing non-attendance in your school, please share your strategies with the Traveller Education Team and we can disseminate them to a wider audience.

� DCFS Standards Site  www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/ethnicminorities/faqs/gandtpupils





