[image: image1.jpg]-----------
COUNTY COUNCIL




Including Traveller cultures in the curriculum: Foundation Stage (Reception)
The following statements from the “Practice Guidance for the Early Years Foundation Stage”  indicate the rationale for including Traveller cultures in the Reception curriculum as well as stating the objectives for the pupils :-
Personal, Social and Emotional Development - Self-confidence and Self-esteem
   Have a developing respect for their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people
Personal, Social and Emotional Development - Sense of Community

  Have a positive self-image, and show that they are comfortable with themselves  
  Understand that people have different needs, views, cultures and beliefs that need to be treated with respect
  Understand that they can expect others to treat their needs, views, cultures and beliefs with respect

Knowledge and Understanding of the World – Time

  Find out about past and present events in their own lives, and in those of their families and other people they know.

Knowledge and Understanding of the World – Place

 Observe, find out about and identify features in the place they live and the natural world.
  Find out about their environment, and talk about those features they like and dislike.

Knowledge and Understanding of the World – Communities

  Begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people 
Traveller cultures can be included in the curriculum by :-

(a)  drawing on and being sensitive to the experiences of Traveller pupils.  eg What pets do they have?  Do they go travelling?  Do they live in a trailer?

(b)  explicitly teaching about Traveller Cultures  eg  about Stow Fair, Travellers’ homes,  Fairgrounds, etc.   

(c)  giving a Traveller context for everyday learning eg using Traveller-related resources for learning to count, learning sounds, classroom displays, stories, etc.  (eg pupils should “use numbers in order in familiar contexts” )
Traveller cultures can be included in the following topic ideas;-

(a) How things move – wheeled toys – looking at old Gypsy wagons (The school has 2 model wagons) – motors pulling modern trailers – many different fairground rides (going round, up and down, etc.)
(b) Clothes – Pictures of Stow Fair or of Gypsy Traveller weddings will show the types of clothes worn by the Gypsy Traveller community for special occasions (eg frilly and lacy dresses).  Could the school buy some of these clothes for dressing up?

(c) Myself and Others, My family – Be aware that many Travellers live in large extended family groups and family ties are of great importance.  Traveller pupils may be willing to bring in family photos which will show this.

(d)  Homes – Traveller families may live in houses, in trailers or chalets on authorised or unauthorised  sites.   A Traveller home on a site does not simply consist of a trailer (caravan).  It will consist of a combination of trailers, chalets, “sheds”, awnings, kennel, etc.  A typical home on a Gypsy Travellers’ site might consist of two trailers (one for the parents and baby, the other for the other children to sleep in), a brick-built utility block with shower, loo, washing machine, etc., a wooden shed containing the kitchen equipment and table and chairs, a kennel for the dog and perhaps an awning where family members will sit or play.  Instead of the two trailers, they may have a chalet instead.  This is more difficult to move than trailers, but nevertheless it can be loaded onto the back of a lorry and moved to a different site if necessary.  Fairground families (“Showmen”) tend to have larger trailers (or wagons) with sides that pull out when on a site to make more room inside.  The wealthier Showmen often have trailers, lorries and fairground rides all painted in the same colours, and they name their vehicles after members of the family, often the children.
(e)  Special Times – Stow Fair is a very big occasion in the Gypsy Travellers’ calendar.  It takes place twice a year in October and May.  The Traveller Ed. Team has photos for display.  Many of our Gypsy Traveller children will have been to Stow Fair at least once.
(f)  Old and New – This would be a good opportunity to compare a horse-drawn “vardo” (Gypsy wagon) with a modern “trailer” (caravan) pulled by a “motor” (car or truck).

(g)  Journeys – The experience of Traveller pupils who have travelled a lot could be drawn on here.  How do they get ready to travel?  What do they take with them?  What do they leave behind.?  How do they travel?  Where do they stay (“pull on”) when they are away?  Do they meet friends, cousins, etc. when they are travelling?  What do they like / dislike about travelling?  Do they miss their school friends?  
(h)  Machines – Another chance to look at fairground rides.

(i)  Transport – See section above on Journeys

(j)  Patterns all around – This could include looking at patterns on fairground rides (eg carousel horses), patterns on old Gypsy wagons and the Crown Derby plates that are collected and highly valued by Gypsy Travellers.  Pictures of all these could be included in displays.

(k)  Living things – Be aware that animals play a large part in the lives of many Gypsy Traveller children.  They may have dogs, horses, chickens and ferrets at home.  Stow Fair is a horse fair where other types of animals are also sold. 
A challenge:  Could you set up a role play corner in the form of a Travellers’ home?
Why not involve Traveller parents and older pupils as “consultants”?
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