	Literacy Activities

	Christy’s Dream by Caroline Binch (Picture Mammoth ISBN: 0-7497-4294-1)

	Year 2 Term 2

Range

Fiction and Poetry: Traditional stories: stories and poems from other cultures

	Text Level work:

Fiction and Poetry

Reading Comprehension

	NLS Termly Objectives
	Whole Class Discussion
	Independent Activities
	Plenary Activities

	4. Predict story endings from unfinished extracts;
	When reading story to class, stop at key points and discuss:
· Smithfield Market. Do they think Christy will buy a horse? Why? Why not?

      Record ideas.

· When Christy’s mum finds out about the horse- Do they think his mum will let him keep the horse or not?

Record ideas.
	
	

	5. To discuss story setting: to compare differences; to locate key words and phrases in text; to consider how different settings influence events and behaviour.
	On the Ballymun Estate in Dublin Irish Traveller families are housed in tower block estates. The beautiful illustrations in the book show the setting.
‘Some of the boys had their own horses. They kept them tethered to goalposts on the playing fields or to lampposts on the grass verges around the estate.’
The children did not use saddles or stirrups.

At Smithfield market, children are able to buy ponies.
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	Writing Composition

	13. To use story setting to write their own story.
	Plan the beginning, middle and ending.

Discuss ways to start the story  and ways to finish the story.
Brainstorm possible key words for the story to form a class word bank.
	Imagine you live at Ballymun and you want to buy a pony but your mum won’t let you…
Plan your own story using a story planner:

 (beginning/ middle/ ending)

Think about the importance of the illustrations for setting the scene.
	Share and display stories.

	14. To write a character profile, e.g. simple descriptions using key words and phrases that describe or are spoken by characters in the text.
	Brainstorm ideas about Christy’s character after reading the story. Think about his family, friends, where he lives, what interests him and what he dreams of. Use the illustrations to describe his appearance :
	In pairs/ individually put ideas into a written character profile.
	

	
	








	
	

	Sentence level work:

Sentence construction and punctuation

	6. To identify speech marks in reading, understand their purpose, use the terms correctly;
	There are lots of examples of dialogue in the story. Highlight when  speech marks are used.
As a class develop the conversation Chrsity has with his Granda, his Ma or the horse trader in the story.
	In pairs/ individually extend the conversation between Christy and his Granda.
Develop the conversation between Christy and his Ma when she says he has to forget about ‘jockey notions’.

Carry on the conversation between the horse trader who says that Christy is ‘bit young’.
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