	Literacy Activities

	Christy’s Dream by Caroline Binch (Picture Mammoth ISBN: 0-7497-4294-1)

	Year 4 Term 3

Range

Fiction and Poetry: Stories that raise issues; stories from other cultures.

	Text Level work:

Fiction and Poetry

Reading Comprehension

	NLS Termly Objectives
	Whole Class Discussion
	Independent Activities
	Plenary Activities

	1. To identify social, moral or cultural issues, e.g. the dilemmas faced by characters and to discuss how the characters deal with them; to locate evidence in text:
	Irish Traveller families are housed in tower blocks at Ballymun Estate, Dublin.

Horses are an important part of their cultural history.

Children have their own horses. They keep their horses tethered on the playing fields and grass verges.

Christy dreams of owning a horse but his mum says no. What does he do?

How does he react when his mum finds out?

What changes his mum’s mind?

Identify as a class what the different dilemmas are in the story.


	In groups/ pairs discuss and record the different dilemmas faced by characters in the story.
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	2. To read stories from other cultures, by focussing on, e.g. differences in place, time, customs, relationships;
	What are the differences in environment between where Christy lives and where you live?

What do you do in your spare time?

Would you be allowed to own a horse?

Where would you keep it?

Would you be allowed to buy it yourself?

If your mum said ‘No’ would you do it anyway?

What would your mum do if you disobeyed her?


	In groups/ pairs/ individually use simple chart to record the differences between Christy’s life and yours.
	

	8. To write critically about an issue or dilemma raised in a story, explaining the problem, alternative courses of action and evaluating the writer’s solution;
	Should Christy have bought his horse when his mum said ‘No’? 

What else could he have done?

In the story it worked out well for Christy and his mum. What could have happened instead?


	List all the reasons Christy wanted to own a horse.

List the reasons you think his mum didn’t want him to have a horse.



	

	Writing Composition

	11. To explore the main issues of a story by writing a story about a dilemma and the issues it raises for the character;
	What would make ‘your insides ache with longing’ like Christy?

Describe what you dream of doing or having.. something out of your reach.

Imagine your parents disagreed with you and said you couldn’t do or have what you dreamed of. What would you do?
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	12. to write an alternative ending to known story and discuss how this would change the reader’s view of the characters and events of the original story;
	Think about what would have happened if Christy’s mum hadn’t changed her mind. What would have happened?

Would Christy have had to sell the horse?

Would he have lived in the mountains?

 What would his Granda have done to help?
	Choose a possible ending and write the last chapter.
	Read and display alternative endings to story.

	13. To write own longer stories in chapters from story plans;
	Think of an unusual animal you would love to look after.

Imagine that you had saved enough money and you bought the animal.

Think about how and where you would keep it? What would you feed it?

What would your family and friends say?

Who would help you look after it?

Imagine it escaped? What would you do?

Would the animal cause all kinds of chaos?

How would you catch the animal again safely?

Would you change your mind about keeping it?
	Use a story planner to divide story into chapters. 

Use the questions  from whole class discussion to guide the content of each chapter.

Brainstorm your ideas in response to questions first, and then plot out sensible progression of story.
	

	Sentence Level Work:

Sentence construction and punctuation

	2. To identify common punctuation marks including commas, semi-colons, colons, dashes, hyphens, speech marks and to respond to them appropriately when reading.
	
	‘Punctuation Hunt’

Using photocopied pages of book highlight different punctuation marks with different colours.
	Look at examples of highlighted text together and discuss why is the punctuation mark there and what is it doing. 
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What would make your insides ache with longing?














